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journalists found events in Mexico from 1928 through the 
early 1930s to be disturbing. Beals and Gruening saw 
Mexico drifting back into the grasp of corrupt politicians 
and predatory generals.” Even the doggedly optimistic 
Tannenbaum admitted in 1933 that land reform was 
“clearly insufficient.” Neither the State Department nor 
the reporters foresaw the revolution’s revival under Lazaro 
C4rdenas (1934-1940). 
Conclusions 

Beals, Gruening and Tannenbaum stood firm in their 
defense of the Mexican Revolution during a time of much 
instability in U.S.-Mexican relations. Using the standards 
of advocacy journalism they contradicted many of the 
opinions vehemently expressed in the State Department 
and the Hearst press. They were the first reporters from 
the United States to explain in depth the social 
significance of the revolution. By the end of the decade the 
early judgments of the revolution made by the State 
Department and the conservative press were largely 
discredited while the views of Beals, Gruening and 
Tannenbaum gained broad acceptance, even among some 
American diplomats.” Their independent journalism 
provided an antidote to the image of a hopelessly chaotic 
Mexico that emerged in the U.S. government and press in 
the 1910s and 1920s, and thereby laid to rest a superficial 
interpretation that threatened to assume the proportions 
of a widely accepted myth. Their work, though superseded 
in some ways by more recent scholarship, remains the 
foundation upon which Mexicanists in many disciplines 
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Early defined exactly what should be the pictorial news 
content and reacted with punishment of exclusion for 
those few erring photographers. 


Most important, Early, with the assistance of the Secret 
Service, skillfully kept certain reminders of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s obviously disabled legs from _ being 
photographed and shown to the American public. The 
rules, both written and unwritten, were effective. Despite 
the possible hindrances of a crippling disease and the 
necessity for artificial aids for mobility, like crutches, 
braces and a wheel chair, Roosevelt gave forth a believable 
image of a vigorous, strong, active leader. 


Other studies refer to Roosevelt’s press skill, while this 
study demonstrates, to some degree, the intense care that 
Early took to manage the Roosevelt pictorial image. Early 
obviously had the consent of the President for the limits he 
established. 

The two-way balance between the press and the 
President did not exist with pictorial journalism during 
Roosevelt’s first two administrations. The White House 
photographers wanted access, needed to be able to ap- 
proach the President, so much so that they usually 
complied with the press secretary’s rules. When they once 
tried to withhold their pictorial coverage of the President 
with the new postmaster general in 1940, Early called the 
Associated Press office, which in turn ordered a 
photographer to take the picture. The White House 
photographers, as a whole, did not perform as a separate 


have been building since the early 1930s. 
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